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Purpose of Bill: Expands the powers of the Hawaii Teacher Standards Board to include

approving professional development courses and programs necessary
for teacher reclassification. (HB245 HD1)

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) appreciates the intent of HB 245, HD1 and
respectfully provides comments.

Currently, the Department is responsible for the professional development (PDE3) credit course
approval system in which teachers are eligible to earn reclassification credits towards qualifying
for a salary adjustment.

Beginning in December 2018, the Department convened a monthly work group to update
procedures and guidelines for the PDE3 course system. This ongoing work group is comprised
of representatives from the Hawaii State Teachers Association and Department personnel
including the Deputy Superintendent, complex area superintendents, teachers, and complex
area and state level resource staff.

Professional development for teachers is essential to building capacity in response to the
ever-changing demands of the teaching workforce and context. Through high quality PreK-12
learning opportunities, educators integrate skills, knowledge and tools critical to enhance their
performance and enable outcomes for each and every student.

The Department values its partnership with Hawaii Teacher Standards Board (HTSB). As
proposed in HB 245, HD1, expanding HTSB's responsibility to include approval of professional
development courses will require a thoughtful comprehensive dialogue regarding operational,
resource, and implementation considerations to mitigate any disruption to teachers accessing
the system.

The Department respectfully defers to the Hawaii Teacher Standards Board for additional



comments.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on HB 245, HD1.

The Hawaii State Department of Education seeks to advance the goals of the Strategic Plan
which is focused on student success, staff success, and successful systems of support. This is
achieved through targeted work around three impact strategies: school design, student voice,
and teacher collaboration. Detailed information is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.
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TITLE OF BILL: HB 245, HD1 RELATING TO EDUCATION

PURPOSE OF BILL: Expands the powers of the Hawaii Teacher Standards Board to include
approving professional development courses and programs necessary for teacher reclassification.

POSITION: Support
Chair Kidani, Vice Chair Kim, and Members of the Committee on Education:

The Hawaii Teacher Standards Board (HTSB) supports HB 245 HD1, as participating in efforts relating
to teacher quality, professional development, and promotion of teacher standards and accomplished
teaching are already responsibilities assigned to the HTSB. The HTSB is eager to enhance its efforts to
support high quality teaching by adding the responsibility to approve professional development courses
and programs necessary for teacher reclassification.

The HTSB is ready to work with the Hawaii Department of Education and professional development
vendors for an orderly transition if HB245 is passed.

Thank you for your support and for the opportunity to testify on this bill.
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Chair Kidani, and Members of the Committee:

The Hawaii State Teachers Association supports HB 245, HD1, relating to
education.

HB 245, HD1 would expand the powers of the Hawaii Teacher Standards Board to
include approving professional development courses and programs necessary for
teacher reclassification.

The Hawaii State Teachers Association believes that the professional development
courses should be able to approved by Hawaii Teacher Standards Board. The reason
for this is that the Hawaii Teacher Standards Board is the entity that certifies
teachers and they are in the perfect position to know what meets the current
standards for teachers.

This change will help ensure there is a wide variety of relevant professional
development courses available for Hawaii’s public school teachers to expand their
expertise and make them even better teachers.

The Hawaii State Teachers Association asks your committee to support HB 245,
HD1.
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